
News From GHT 

A PUBLICATION TO FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF GOD’S HIDDEN TREASURES  

For the past two years, we’ve been hearing God’s direction to go toward the war zone and 

help the people there.  Thus, we began to pray for God to open up some connections there – 

specifically, churches that we could train how to do the wheelchair ministry. 

 

We’ve worked closely with Pastor Kostya for many years, and I knew that his church had 

taken in some of the refugees from the war zone.  I asked him if he knew any churches 

there which would be interested in working with us.  And, of course, he did!  And so began 

our journey to open up this part of Ukraine that has suffered so much since the war began.   
After an initial trip to Kramatorsk and Solvansk (located about 50 miles away from the 

war zone), we held a seminar in Bila Tserkva to train some of the churches Kostya had   

introduced us to.  One of the people attending that seminar was Velodia, who heads a  

charitable organization in Kramatorsk.  It was at the seminar that Velodia had an encoun-

ter with the Lord and a dream was birthed in his heart to help the disabled in that Region. 
 

Velodia began going to the homes of the 

people in the Kramatorsk area who were 

disabled and quickly called and asked for 

the first 20 wheelchairs.  Since that time, 

he has taken more than 90 wheelchairs 

and 100 walkers from GHT.  I’ve never 

worked with anyone in Ukraine who has 

grown in faith so rapidly. 

 

 
By Nita Hanson   Going to the East 

“I am GOD, your God, who teaches you how to live right and well.   

I will show you what to do, where to go.”  (Isaiah 48:17b) 

Velodia (2nd from the left), picking up wheelchairs from GHT  
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It quickly became apparent to me that Kramatorsk was going to become the center for a 

wheelchair ministry to the war zone areas – those currently under the control of the 

“Separatists” and those which were previously under their control which would rival ours 

in Bila Tserkva.  And GHT is committed to doing everything we can to help grow the    

ministry work there, including helping to set up a Wheelchair Repair Center. 

 

In November of this year, six of us from GHT made a trip to Kramatorsk to put on a    

seminar to train six churches in that area, one of which is located inside the zone that  

is controlled  by the Separatists.  The girls went by train and the guys by van! 

 

     
                 Nita, Tanya and Marina                                     Scott, Serghei and Alexsei 

 

 

When we arrived in Kramatorsk, we were taken to a restaurant to have lunch.  As we 

went to park the car, we were stopped by two soldiers with machine guns who ran the 

“bomb” detectors under the car before letting us enter.  Velodia asked me if I was scared 

and I told him, “As long as they are not wearing ski masks and pointing the machine guns 

at me, I’m fine.”  But it was an interesting introduction to our time there! 

 

The next morning we were taken to the church which hosted our seminar and met eight 

pastors representing the six new churches we were to train.  What an awesome group 

they are, with hearts wanting to help those in need! 

 

                                                   

 

 

I can’t begin to tell you what 

an honor and privilege it was 

to lead this seminar!  These 

men live in an area that has 

suffered a lot of damage from 

the war and it is a severely   

depressed area.  Hope is in 

short supply there and it was 

a joy to take a message of 

hope to them. 
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As we taught them how to measure people for wheelchairs, how to conduct home visits 

and that, yes, the home visits included a time to pray for the people and give them a 

Bible if they wanted one, their faces just lit up!  You could see that the vision of GHT 

to take the love of Christ into the lives of people through the demonstration of our lives 

had caught fire in their hearts! 

    
 

It was a particular honor to talk to the pastor from the Separatists-controlled zone.   

I had a chance to spend some time with him and was able to get a clearer picture of 

what it is like living in the “zone” day by day.  He told me that many times it is hard to 

sleep due to the “symphony of the guns” firing all night.  Even though we are currently 

under a “cease fire” bombs are still being lobbed back and forth and gunfire is a daily 

occurrence.  He said that food is available, but the prices are so high that people can’t 

afford to buy it.  There is only one bank in the whole area. (Donnetsk, the capital city, 

has more than a million people alone).  And you can only get Russian Rubles there.  

Ukrainian currency is not accepted except in the underground.  All of the church  

buildings (except for the Russian Orthodox) have been confiscated by the Separatists.  

Medical care is extremely limited and it goes on and on!  Life is extremely difficult,  

especially for the sick and elderly. 

 

Since the seminar, we have sent an entire container of 200 wheelchairs to Kramatorsk!  

I stand in awe at God’s plans and how He brings them to fruition! 

 

While I was on the trip, God re-opened the dream to design and manufacture a child’s 

wheelchair in Ukraine.  I met a wonderful Christian businessman who has several 

manufacturing plants in Kramatorsk.  He is very interested in this idea and we have 

since begun discussions on the design and future manufacturing of this chair.  It is 

equally exciting and terrifying as we begin to take steps toward the dream becoming a 

reality.   
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There is a huge need for children’s wheelchairs which will actually function in Ukraine.  

Our dream is that if we could design a chair which meets these needs, we could market it 

to every country from the former Soviet Union since they all have the identical problems 

the disabled face in Ukraine.  This would provide a future income stream to help fund 

GHT, Ukraine, and jobs for those so in need in the East of Ukraine. 

 

Please join us in praying for this vision.  Please pray for the funds we will need to get this 

started.  Please pray for the conflict to be resolved and that peace could once more come to 

Ukraine.   I thank you all for your many prayers raised up on our behalf.  I thank you for 

helping to make the dream of God’s Hidden Treasures a reality; and I thank you for the 

message of hope we are able to take to the poor, orphaned, and disabled of Ukraine.  God 

is using all of you in powerful ways His wonders to perform! 

 

       In Memory of Sherry Shaffer 

     11/15/35 – 12/5/16 

 

Sherry blessed my life over the last 19 years in so many ways.  

The first time I met her I said, “You’re going to come to Ukraine.”  

She said, “No, I’m not.”  I said, “You’ll see.”  And see she did as 

she made that trip so many times we lost count.  She was my best 

friend, my sister, my help in opening many different areas of  

ministry in God’s Hidden Treasures and a wonderful support in 

all that I did.   

 

She helped make a lot of my dreams for the ministry come true – like our Stroke Rehab 

Program.  I asked her to come over and help us start this program and she did so faithfully 

as she did everything else.  Today hundreds of Ukrainians have gotten help through this 

program.  Forty percent of them walk again – everyone improves.  This is just one of the 

legacies she leaves behind. 

 

She took in and cared for the three children who came from Ukraine for help at Shriner’s 

Hospital.  She became a wonderful grandmother to each one of them and loved them with 

all her heart. 

 

She came with me to almost all of my church visits and sat and prayed for me as I spoke at 

them.  She always had an encouraging word.  And there was no one who understood what 

it is like for me in Ukraine better than she did. 

 

She is so loved in Ukraine.  Throughout her illness, people were constantly calling the    

office to get an update, and they lifted her up in prayer daily.  Everyone on the staff in 

Ukraine loves her and admires her.  She laid a pathway of love everywhere she went.  As 

one of the GHT staff members wrote: 

 

“She left in my heart a deep impression of love and humanity. She was an example of kind-
ness, humility, love, caring. Her smile and voice will always be in my heart.” 
 
Sherry, well done good and faithful servant!  I’ll miss you terribly. 
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Every day, I have the privilege of working with amazing people who are doing 

incredible things that are only made possible by a Radical God.    

 

 

When we gather for lunch at the office, I eat with the guys down in the Wheel 

chair Center.  For two and a half years I’ve sat with our three “boys” who Nita 

took from the Boy’s Orphanage in Bila Tserkva, changing their lives forever.  

Instead of a life in an institution, they have a home and a family, the GHT  

family.  They are a daily reminder of why we do what we do—that is deliver 

wheelchairs, visit orphanages, do stroke rehabilitation, prayer ministry, and 

food assistance —all so that we can become involved in people’s lives and 

change them forever with the hope of Jesus Christ, and through knowing that   

someone cares for them.   

 

Many years ago a wheelchair delivery brought us to the door of a young boy 

Sergei.  No one knew that this wheelchair would be just the beginning of a   

decade-long relationship that would bless both him and GHT.  For years after 

his injury Sergei did not want to leave his apartment and would not go outside 

for two years.  However, a personal invite from our staff brought him to our 

first annual camp for children with disabilities in Ukraine.   

 

At this camp Sergei experienced two things that would change his life.  The 

first was love.  He experienced love from the volunteers who helped with the 

camp and shared about the love Jesus Christ has for all people.  The second 

was hope, which came from being around other campers in the same situation. 

Through this, he learned that even with a disability there was a life for him to 

live.  These two things began to change him.  And that change would continue 

over the next decade as he came to camps, picnics and other events put on by 

God’s Hidden Treasures. 

An Ever Growing Family 
By Pastor Scott Yount 
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Sergei, is a remarkable individual.  He taught himself English through the    

Internet.  He began to do wheelchair dancing and later wheelchair fencing.  

This last year he began studying at the university.  But for me, the thing that 

made me most proud of him, happened two years ago.  After the revolution in 

Ukraine, all the American short-term mission teams cancelled their trips.  Our 

camp was in jeopardy and we had to consider cancelling it.  However, Nita and 

I prayed, and decided to go forward with the camp, and to use our Ukrainian 

volunteers in place of the American missionaries.   

 

 

The first person I talked to was Sergei.  He was the first one I thought of and 

the first one I knew I wanted on my team.  He helped me communicate with 

everyone else, and before we knew it, we had a team!    The camp went on, and 

God worked powerfully in the lives of all who attended, just as always.  To see 

Sergei up in front of the kids helping teach the Bible and spreading that same 

love he was shown 10 years earlier brought me great joy.  From that summer 

on we have had two camps, one with the American-led team and one with our 

Ukrainian volunteers, most of whom were former campers themselves.   
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From there, Sergei continued to help me out as often as I asked.  He volunteered to 

help with the VBS for the children at the Boy’s House Orphanage.  He interpreted for 

me at Bible studies.  He even went on a road trip with me to the East of Ukraine 

where we were looking to develop contacts so we could distribute wheelchairs in that 

region.  As we met with people and Sergei shared about his experience of receiving a 

wheelchair and how, the visitation and follow up impacted his life, everyone was very 

touched.  What blew me away is how touched Sergei was by going on the trip and how 

much his heart hurt for the situation that so many people were facing.   

 

Somewhere in the midst of all this, Nita realized that a permanent position with 

God’s Hidden Treasures was in his future.  So we are excited to announce that Sergei 

Sheptitsky is our newest staff member and the latest to join the ever growing GHT 

office family.  He will be working with us two days a week until he completes college. 

When I left to go to the U.S. for the month of December, Sergei was going to take over 

as the teacher for my Bible study classes at the Boy’s House.  Unfortunately, he broke 

his leg a few days after I left.  I will never forget talking to him on the phone as he 

was in the hospital, and seeing that even in the midst of dealing with the doctors, and 

worrying about if they were going to do the correct operation for him, he was telling 

me he was sorry that he wouldn’t be able to fill in for me, but that he had already 

called some other volunteers to fill the spot.  To me that shows the heart Sergei has 

for the kids. 

 

Fortunately, Sergei did not need to have an operation, but he will be in a cast for the 

next few months.  Please pray for his recovery, and also for his future with GHT.  

Pray that God would use all the potential he has to bless generations of Ukrainians.  

Pray that he would be a face for God’s Hidden Treasures to show the impact that we 

are having on the people of Ukraine!  Please pray also that God would continue to 

grow our GHT family. 
 

 

You can generate donations for God’s Hidden Treasures when you buy items on Amazon. 

 Holiday shopping is easy with Amazon's Holiday Gift Guides. #StartWithaSmile at 
smile.amazon.com for your holiday gifts and Amazon donates to Gods Hidden Treasures. 
 
Copy & Paste This Link: http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=%
2Fgp%2Fbrowse.html%3Fnode%3D12745394011&ein=77-0540852 
 

 

   Please "like" us on our Facebook page "God's Hidden Treasures" There is a link on our  
 

Website “godshiddentreasures.org” that will take you  directly to the Facebook page. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2VD52NJPV84ZE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Forig%3D%252Fgp%252Fbrowse.html%253Fnode%253D12745394011%26ein%3D77-0540852%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_218150290&A=PN2JAOSJARWYQBZFQ
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2VD52NJPV84ZE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Forig%3D%252Fgp%252Fbrowse.html%253Fnode%253D12745394011%26ein%3D77-0540852%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_218150290&A=PN2JAOSJARWYQBZFQ
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2VD52NJPV84ZE&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Forig%3D%252Fgp%252Fbrowse.html%253Fnode%253D12745394011%26ein%3D77-0540852%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_218150290&A=PN2JAOSJARWYQBZFQ


God’s Hidden Treasures is a ministry that serves the needs of the poor, the disabled and the or-

phaned of Ukraine and brings God’s love through personal relationships in the name of Jesus Christ. 

God’s Hidden Treasures 
P.O. Box 4276 
San Clemente, CA  92674   
www.godshiddentreasures.org                          

Return Service Requested 

 
  Opportunities for Involvement 

 I would like to: 
 
 □   Join the prayer team.  Put me on the e-mail list to receive prayerr requests. 
 □ Make a monthly contribution. 
 □ Make a special donation. 
 □ Receive my News From G.H.T. by e-mail  
 □ Sponsor a Family 
  
 
    Name             _________________________________ 
  
    Contact  info __________________________________ 
                
                __________________________________ 
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Please mail to: 
GHT 
P.O. Box 4276 
San Clemente, CA  
92674 
 
Donations to: 
GHT 
3321 SW 39th St. 
Ocala, FL  34474 


